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    St. Francis Xavier Church,  Nativity Scene, Christmas 2008 
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Well, we made it through nine             
years of the first decade of a new 
millennium. IÕm happy to say that 
IÕve spent those years with you,          
the parishioners of St. Francis 
Xavier Church. 
 
ItÕs a great joy for priests to  
celebrate the sacraments. Over                
the years here at St. Francis, I have 

celebrated hundreds of Baptisms, Confirmations, Masses 
and First Communions, Confessions, Anointings, and 
Marriages. Two of our men, Dr. Dirck Curry and Stephen 
Pareja, were ordained permanent deacons. Yes, the 
sacraments are at the heart of living the Catholic Faith. 
 
Thankfully, most of us adults learned about sacraments  
and the Teachings of our Church when we were  
youngsters. WeÕve had several years to  nurture our          
faithÑallowing for it to grow. 
 
Our parents and perhaps numerous catechists or 
instructors formed us in the faithÑnot only through               
their words, but by setting a good example.  I was              
fortunate to have had a family who always went to              
church on Sunday and holy days.  Catholic education            
was an important family value; it also became                   
something I personally would always value. 
 
Life seemed simpler in my youth. Although 
ÒextracurricularÓ activities may have held some  
importance, those activities would never have                   
interfered with church activities. Parent s would not                 
have had to choose between ice time at the hockey                    
arena and Sunday Mass. Athletic games were not                 
played or watched on Sunday mornings. Sunday  
afternoons or  evenings were the times to watch and/or 
play games. 
 
Culture and civic society competed less against                    
religious beliefs and practices. 
 
Have we become less religious and more secular?                  
In my view, if our culture really is competing against 
religion, at least in the United States, culture can                     
claim victory. 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hundreds of people become newly registered parishioners 
at St. Francis Xavier each year. With over 1,750 families 
(6,000+ souls), we should have to provide at least six 
Masses each weekend. On the contrary, on any given 
weekend, we could easily get by with two Masses. 
 
Elk River, Alexandria and Sartell have the three largest 
parishes in the Diocese of St. Cloud. That, however, doesnÕt 
translate into strong faith. 
 
So many people tell me they have faith, but do not find the 
need, or the time, to be committed to a faith community or 
a parish. Community building experiences seem to be 
found in other places such as schools, within family 
settings, at athletic events. Again, this begs the question, 
should culture claim victory over religion and religious 
practices? 
 
As Catholics I believe that we need to address how we can 
integrate faith into our culture. For far too many, faith 
practice seems to be an appendage to life, a foot note to life 
lived within culture. 
 
IÕve heard more than once that itÕs the priestsÕ job to 
motivate and excite faith in people.  IÕm not so sure if this is 
part of a priestÕs job description. The main role of the priest 
is not to entertain the folks. A priest, especially in terms of                
sacraments, is to invite others to prayer, and, to lead  
prayer in the most reverent way possible. It is the role of 
the people in the congregation to respond to the Holy 
SpiritÕs bidding to stir the flame of faith to life. 
 
As we enter this Christmas season, I would hope that we 
could reflect and ponder how we could do better at 
appreciating the importance of the sacraments as sacred 
encounters with Christ and a means of grace which will 
help us and strengthen us to be better followers of Christ. 
 
The Catholic Church exists because Jesus was born. 
Because of his life, and because of the prompting of his holy 
spirit, the Church was born. His life in our world, in our 
Church, and in our lives personally, is our means of 
salvation. 
 

 
 

PASTORL REFLECTION: SOMETHING TO PONDERÉ 

HELPS International Medical Mission Tri p to Guatemala                                            
Would you like to give about 800 people in Guatemala the opportunity to be seen by a doctor and for 45-50 people to undergo life changing 

surgery?  To help make this possible, two of our parishioners Janet Wiener and Steve Buley, have volunteered to go on a HELPS 
International Medical Mission to Guatemala from January 23 to February 10, 2010. Janet and Steve will be available in the Gathering Place 
following all Masses on the weekend of December 5 & 6 to answer any questions. Your tax deductible donation to HELPS International will 

help defray their $3600.00 expenses. 
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Dec. 5-6 Silent Auction Fundraiser 
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Dec. 24        Christmas Eve Children�’s Mass at 3:00 p.m. Dramatization of Christmas Story at 2:30 p.m. 

Jan. 2-3        Three Kings offer gifts at all Masses. 

Feb. 21        Art Show 2:00-5:00 p.m. Gathering Place.(

!"#$��%&��'"( ��)$ ��!"#$%&��'()*%$+��,$-.$/&0(%��*(+&+$,+-��

������./ ��0),1/ ��2)$3+(4��5#(+6,"(��"' ��7"6#)8��9"$6+($&4��

����9),1"8#6��91)(#,#+&��"' ��,1+��5#"6+&+��"' ��7,:��98"%-:��

��������������1)%"2+3��4$/$56$* ��73��899:��2&��7;<9��=>5>��

;+8*��7,:��<()$6#&��=)>#+(��?)(#&1��.(#$3��91(#&,@)&��," ��)88:����;)>+ ��/"%(��')@#8/��61""&+��"$+��#,+@��'("@��,1#&��8#&,��"' ��$++-&��)$- ��
.(#$3��#,��," ��"%(��?)(#&1��A->+$,��7+(>#6+:����

HOLIDAY DONATION NEEDS 

Catholic Charities 

New toys 
Gift cards for teens 
Sponsors for Share the Spirit program 
Personal care items 
Diapers 
Coats/boots for children 
Food Shelf donations 
New socks/underwear: All sizes 
Towels 
Extra-large coats for men & women 
Monetary gifts 

Place of Hope 

Personal care items  
Winter clothing (especially for men) 
New toys 
Blankets  
All-purpose cleaners & laundry supplies 
Paper towels, tissues, toilet paper 
Paper/plastic plates, bowls & utensils 
General office supplies & batteries  
Coffee, sugar, creamer, juice 
First aid items  
Monetary gifts (for heating fuel & gas)  

Parish Military Families  

Monetary gifts for care packages for the deployed 
    Gift cards to department or grocery stores for local     

        military families 

                 Watch the bulletins for future updates.  
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   Baptisms      New Parishioners 

       September - October 2009 

Ramon & Judith DeGuzman, Robert, Raymond &     
    Renzo 
David & Julie Hagen, Parker, Gabrielle & Shaelyn 
Craig & Heidi Hiltner 
Jason & Melanie Jiskra, Zachary & Noah 
Tammy Philippi, Paige & Tyler 
Scott & Melissa Reiter, Sierra & Anthony 
Kimberly Ruprecht & Hailey 
Luke & Ashley Schafer 
Eric & Heidi Supan & Carter 
Joel & Brittany Swenson, Matthew & Ryan  
Larry Wirtzfeld  
Derek & Angela Toll & Noah 
David Stabbing & Andrea Mazour 
Kara Gaffy & Peter Hansen, James & Noah 
Dustin Meier & Michelle Wingate 
Steven & Mary Lunde, Brienna, Emily & Samuel 
Kurt & Debbie Bertelson, Brett, Drew & Jay 
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Zachary Robert Johnson      Son of Robert & Jennifer Johnson            
Tristan Thomas Kowalkowski Son of Thomas & Stacy Kowalkowski       
Jonathan Bruce Michalek      Son of Thomas & Melissa Michalek           
Aubrey Ann Olmscheid      Daughter of Brady Olmscheid &               
        Allison Blondell                                            
Nolan Wayde Witt       Son of Jesse & Rachael Witt                     
Georgia Rose Lucas      Daughter of Matthew & Catherine Lucas   
Morgan Mae Winters      Daughter of  Richard & Tracy Winters       
Liam Walter Solarz                 Son of  Lewis Solarz & Carissa Peterson  
Cooper Darwin Stiles             Son of Kurt & Molly Stiles                          
Jacob Eric Aschenbrenner     Son of   Eric & Laura Aschenbrenner         
Cayden Michael Flynn      Son of Thomas & Heidi Flynn                     
Gavin Robert Lumley      Son of David & Cheryl Lumley                    
Bennett Michael Moe             Son of Paul & Denise Moe                          
Brayson Scott Poe                 Son of Matthew Poe & Amy Grow                             
Evan Michael Reggin      Son of Michael & Brianne Reggin               
Dane Michael Currie      Son of Michael & Karie Currie                     
Ryan Paul Swenson      Son of Joel & Brittany Swenson                  

Though the Christmas season 
highlights many wonderful 
things in our world, many of its 
contradictions come to light as 
well. Take our Christmas 
meals. We overstuff ourselves 
with wonderfully prepared       
dinners while someone within a 
mile or two is struggling to feed 
their family. For many, time 

spent with family at Christmas is the high point of the year, 
while for others it is dreaded. The contradiction I wanted to 
write about concerned gift giving. Just think of the effort, 
stress and time spent away from the special people in our 
lives, sometimes including standing in line overnight and 
pushing and shoving when the store doors open, just to find 
the ÒperfectÓ gifts for them. How much money is spent on 
toys that may be interesting for a while but by the next 
Christmas are a forgotten memory or broken and thrown 
away?  I would suggest the best gift anyone can give and 
one that will never be forgotten or thrown away is just 
spending time together. I wanted to share my thoughts 
about this topic but recently I read something written by my 
8th grade nephew that explains things much better than I 
ever could so I am going to cheat a bit this time and use 

what he wrote. Though the relationship he writes about is 
grandfather/grandson, I hope all people reading this can 
relate it to some relationship in your life.  
 

He is My Grandfather by John Corbett 
 

He lives in Minnesota 
I used to live there 
He lives hours from a big city 
I live 15 minutes from one 
He is old 
I am young 
 

He is the one who taught me how to fish 
I am the one who watched with urgency 
He is the one who bought me my first fishing pole 
I am the one who used it with great care 
He is the one who gave me my first tackle box 
I am the one who filled it as he gave me tackle 
He is the one who put up with me through all my mis-
takes 
I am the one who was clueless of my wrong doings 
 

He is the one that I will never forget 
He is the one that will always be with me 
 

He is my grandfatherI am his grandson 

Rita Traut     09/28/09 
Harvey Obermiller    10/17/09 
Robert Schack                  10/31/09 

A Gift with a Lifetime Guarantee                            
by Phil Corbett 

Whether we are the ÒheÓ (or she) or the ÒIÓ, I hope each of us takes the time this Christmas to nurture a similar 
relationship.  Relationships like this are truly the gifts with lifetime guarantees. Merry Christmas! 

  Phil & Kelly Corbett family  

09/05/09 
09/05/09 
09/12/09 
09/13/09 
 

09/13/09 
09/18/09 
09/19/09 
09/26/09 
09/27/09 
10/04/09 
10/04/09 
10/11/09 
10/11/09 
10/11/09 
10/17/09 
10/24/09 
10/24/09 
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Leisure, a gift for todayÉ 

When I attended college at St. CatherineÕs University in St. Paul several decades ago, we were 
invited to read a classic book for our philosophy class, Leisure, the Basis of Culture by Josef Pieper. 
Fifty years ago when this book was printed, it was considered a great philosophical masterpiece. 
Pieper states that leisure is the foundation of any culture and issues a warning in this book: ÒUnless 
we regain the art for silence and insight, the ability for non-activity, unless we substitute true 
leisure for our hectic amusements, we will destroy our culture and ourselves.Ó 

How am I practicing leisure? Just today, I was again challenged by a message I sometimes convey,           
non-verbally, of course. I received a call from a friend, and she said,  ÒI really hesitated calling you, 
because you are always so BUSY.Ó  After I hung up, I thought to myself, I really dislike that wordÉbusy .  
Do I use that word to convey that I am so very needed, important and popular that my life is in a frantic 
spin, too frantic to give a few minutes to a friend? 

The truth of the matter is that I have made many efforts for ba lance over the last number of years. With my ministry at the 
Franciscan Welcoming House and at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Sartell, it is true, my plate runneth over on some days.  

We all know people in our family and friend circles with a stro ng sense of leisure. We can take lessons from them.  Francis 
of Assisi, my  patron, took time to enjoy all of nature, to share a picnic, and to allow time to commune with God in solitude. 
Leisure helps us to tap into the more important dimensions of our hearts and souls. Now is the time to substitute that          
b-word busy , with a new b-word, balance . Now is the time  to be persons growing in our  appreciation of leisure.  

We are currently developing several different projects and events in the parish.   

December 4th -- we will be doing a middle school Lock-In with several other area parishes. We will use many of 
the facilities at St. Cloud State, and we will do some amazing stuff along with a couple hundred middle school 
students. This lock-in will actually end at midnight.   

December 5th  Ñ  we will be going to St. Paul for a concert with Steve Angrisano. He is a very talented singer/
songwriter and an impressive speaker. The evening will begin with a vibrant Mass celebrated alongside 1,000 
young people from all over the Twin Cities. The cost will be $8, plus some money for transportation and dinner. 

 
January - -we will be joining several other local parishes on a ski trip to Spirit Mountain in Duluth. 
 

February we take a group of young people to a weekend conference called ÒAcquire the FireÓ in Minneapolis. This is a thrilling event 
which includes great speakers and exciting Christian bands. 
 
Weekend of March 12-14 --our parish will participate in the Castaway retreat. Each year hundreds of young people from around our 
diocese venture to the Castaway near Detroit Lakes for a fantastic weekend of music, hilarious entertainment, engaging small groups, 
great speakers, and delicious food. 
 
June--we will be offering young people in the parish the opportunity for a five-day service retreat held in Minneapolis. It is called ÒCall 
to Service,Ó and we will be running this event in conjunction with other area parishes. During each of the five days the participants will 
travel to a different site in city and engage in service to a variety of people in need. During the evenings we will be discussing different 
aspects of our Catholic faith in the context of their service. 
 
In addition to these events we have started a youth group in the parish. We gather once or twice each month to have some fun and to 
talk about our faith. The dates for the youth groups along with the details for the other events mentioned above will always be advertised 
in the bulletin or I (Patrick Flynn) am always available for questions at 293-7988 or by emailing me at pflynn@csbsju.edu . 

Youth Ministry: Alive and Well at St. Francis Xavier                    
                        by Patrick Flynn   

 Youth Minister,            
Patrick Flynn  

 Sister  Cordy     
enjoying her 
love of poetry.  
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Luke Ashenbrenner   

My wife, Mary, and I have six children. Recently the youngest was married  
here at St. Francis Xavier Church. It was an emotionally reflective day for me.   
The five oldest children, all married, participated in the ceremony as  
groomsmen, Scripture readers and a song leader. I had been looking forward  
to Mary and me getting back to being Òjust the two of us.Ó  I thought of my own  
wedding day. For sure, I never planned that we would have six children, but  
God had a plan. I know at times I was selfish and just didnÕt want to deal with  
Òfamily issues.Ó  Just before Father Lauren presented the newly married couple  
to the assembly, I experienced an overwhelming indescribable feeling. I know  
God is the One who makes all things possible. I said a prayer of thanksgiving to                                   
God, the ultimate wedding planner!          

Every Thanksgiving holiday my family gathers at my oldest brotherÕs home.  
Most years we follow a tradition of sharing what we are thankful for, other 
assignments have included: Who is my hero or what makes me happy? This 
year, the first Thanksgiving since our motherÕs death, we were asked to share 
a thankful memory of our parents. I knew immediately that my gift of Faith was 
my thankful memory. This gift came not only from my earthly parents, but also 
my heavenly Father. As I watched my motherÕs preparation for death, there 
was no evidence of fear, no sadness. She had the knowledge of a life well 
lived and the assurance of a loving God waiting to welcome her home. This is 
Faith, a gift and a blessing!  

Thank you to the following parishioners for sharing a Òmoment closeÓ experience for this column.   

 It was bedtime. I was in my new bedroom because my baby brother needed  
 my old bedroom. The first night I was looking at GodÕs creation from my  
 window. I looked at the dark, scary trees and then I finally looked at the bright  
 moon. I saw a face in the moon and I thought that it was God! I remembered  
 that God is always with me even though I canÕt see him. I thought that God  
 must live in the moon because the moon is always with us, even though  
 sometimes I canÕt see it. I ran downstairs to tell my Mom and Dad that I saw  
 God. I showed them the moon and Dad and Mom saw him too. We talked  
 about how God is in everything, not just the moon. I am happy that God is  
 always with me.                                           

Carol Hart                       

 Dale  Marschel               

ReporterÕs Note:  If you or a parishioner you know has a God moment waiting to be told, please pay attention to 
that inner nudging and step up to the plate yourself or encourage others to do so. The Paying Attention to God 
column needs YOU. (The focus is about God, not the writer.) Together we can work at meeting the criteria for the 
column. Please keep entries to sixty words or less. As you prefer, we will either use a photo that you provide or 
one from the Parish Directory. Stories in a sealed envelope can be directed to Millie Moran through the collection 
basket or parish office. Please feel free to call me (Millie) at 251-2540 prior to beginning your writing. Please          
include your phone number with your entry. Thank you and God bless your discernment process.                                              

Preschool Wishes  

The morning sessions of St. Francis Xavier Preschool are full and there is a waiting list - - thatÕs a sign that something good 
is happening! Parents really like the program as designed by Mrs. Vos and Mrs. Schmit.  

Mrs. Vos and Mrs. Schmit have a wish list of items ranging from lowercase sandpaper letters to a puzzle map of North 
America . Because they would share some items, only one is needed. However, it would be preferred to have two of other 
things, one for each preschool room. None of the items on their wish list is consumable. Once purchased, it will be used by 
the preschool program for years. $1,100 would cover the cost of the preschool materials plus the shipping fee. Many of the 
items on their wish list are now on sale! If you are able, please contribute to the preschool wish list. Donations may be sent 
to either the parish office or to the school office. Thank you. 
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As we look forward to the ChurchÕs Christmas Season, we are reminded of the tremendous need of so many in todayÕs 
troubled economy. St. Monica Christian Women continues to pray through the Blessed Mary Virgin for the needs of all. 

Recently, the Annual Craft and Bake Sale was held here at St. Francis Xavier . Eight area churches took part in selling 
baked goods, homemade noodles & lefsa, along with craft and silent auction items.  Delicious wild rice soup and 
homemade pies were available for all in attendance. Proceeds from that event, $2,215.00, will be used for various 
donations in the upcoming months. 

The  month of November, parishioners were invited to drop loose change in the collection basket for Kids Against Hunger.   

St. Monica baked ÒFranny BreadÓ on November 21st and sold after all weekend Masses November 21st and 22nd. 

Sunday, January 3, 2010 , we partner up with the Knights of Columbus to host ÒDadÕs Belgium WafflesÓ at our 3rd Annual 
Waffle Breakfast. It will be held in the St. Francis Xavier School Cafeteria from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 7, 2010 : 7:00 p.m. Meeting Xavier Hall 

January 9-17, 2010 : Baby Shower for Jesus Collection Ð baby items collected will be donated to Birthline. 

Thursday, February 4, 2010 : 7:00 p.m. Meeting Xavier Hall 

Anyone interested in finding more about St. MonicaÕs Christian Women, please call Bonnie Nies (252-7838) or Sue 
Schlosser (259-4770) or check our bulletin board located in the south entrance of the Gathering Place. The complete 
schedule of events and phone numbers is listed there. 

St. Monica Christian Women News                                                          
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The Spanish curriculum at St. Francis Xavier School has grown in quality due 
to Sandra Russell. ÒOnce you respect the students and you expect the best 
from them, it will be a great program. Anyone can do that.Ó Anyone? Perhaps, 
as long as they have the enthusiasm and commitment with which she 
approaches teaching. 

SFX students in kindergarten through third grade have two, thirty-minute 
classes per week; students in grades four through six have two, forty-five 
minute classes per week. Using a variety of approaches depending of the 
grade level, students have been learning basic expressions, colors, numbers, 
the days of the week, and the months of the year. Students are encouraged to 
produce the language authentically, meaning with correct spelling and 
pronunciation.  

Posters and presentations about Spanish speaking countries were part of the work done by fourth, fifth, and sixth graders 
during the first trimester.  

Before students leave the cafeteria after eating lunch, they pray together the Prayer after Meals. The younger students 
prefer to say The Sign of the Cross in Spanish.  In Spanish class, students in grades 4-6 are learning the Our Father. 

Much singing can be heard coming from the Spanish room. In fact, all students will sing the song, Emmanuel, in Spanish 
at each school-wide prayer service held weekly during Advent. 

In preparing for the school year, Mrs. Russell contacted the teachers of Spanish at Sartell Middle School to discuss their 
programs and work together. Prior to the first Diocesan Principals meeting in September, Mrs. Russell prepared an 
invitation to be given to every teacher of Spanish in the diocese to get together and jointly work on curriculum standards 
and share ideas. Only a couple of invitations were given out. St. Augustine/St. MaryÕs Cathedral School and St. PeterÕs/  
PaulÕs share a teacher. One of the outstate schools has a priest that sometimes visits the students and speaks Spanish. 
The other Catholic schools either do not have Spanish in their school curriculum, or they use the video program that SFX 
used last year. SFX is truly blessed to have Spanish in its curriculum and Mrs. Russell as the teacher.  

      Habla Usted Espanol?                                            
                     by Linda Wilfahrt 

  Mrs. Russell and her class playing a color game. 
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Dec. 6          ~ Gathering in the Arts St. Nicholas at 10:30 a.m. Mass                                                                      
Dec. 12                     ~ Anointing  of the Sick  10:00 a.m.                                                                                                 
Dec. 21-23              ~ Individual Confessions 6:00 p.m.                                                                                           
Jan. 3         ~ Christian Women & Knights of Columbus Waffle Breakfast 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
                          School Gym                                                                                                                                  
Jan. 9-17                 ~ Christian Women Baby Shower Collection                                                                            
Jan. 23-24              ~ Knights of Columbus Roses for Prolife weekend                                                                 
Jan. 30-31              ~ Home and School Cinnamon Roll Sale                                                                                         
Jan. 30ÑFeb. 14  ~ Home & School ManaeÕs Meats Fundraiser                                                               
Jan.  31ÑFeb. 5    ~ Catholic Schools Week                                                                                                            
Feb. 6 Ð7         ~ Food shelf weekend                                                                                                                
Feb. 13-14               ~ Hospitality weekend hosted by Board of Education                                                                                                       
Feb. 17                     ~ Ash Wednesday 9:00 am and 7:00 p.m. Mass                                                                                                                   
Feb. 21         ~ Gathering in the Arts Art show 2:00-5:00 p.m. Gathering Place                                       
Mar. 6-7                  ~ Food Shelf Weekend/Hospitality weekend hosted by Knights of Columbus                           
Mar. 27         ~ Anointing of the Sick 10:00 a.m.                                                                                                             
Mar. 27-28             ~ Christian Women Franny Bread Sale Gathering Place                                                        
Mar. 29Ð Apr. 2   ~ School Spring Break                                                                                                                
April 1                      ~ Holy ThursdayÑ2nd grade Children Celebr ate the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist  
                           at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                     
April 11                    ~ 2nd grade Children Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist at 1:30 p.m.                
April 18                   ~ 10th Grade Candidates Celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation at 2:00 p.m.          

Address Service Requested 

During the month of  November 
parishioners were invited to 
drop loose change in the          
collection basket. Collected 
through November 22: 
$2,201.64. 

Check the December 6th        
bulletin for the total collected. 

Christian Women will                
present a check to Kids Against 
Hunger in  December.  

 


